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Redoubt Sailing Club 
www.redoubtsc.co.uk 

        
Affiliated to the R Y A 

January 2012 Newsletter 
 

Commodore’s Notes 

As another year begins I would just like to take this opportunity to say I hope you all had a good 

Christmas and Happy New Year. As usual the year has gone quickly and it only seems like yesterday 

that I came down to the Club on Boxing Day to find the lake frozen over. At the time of writing this, 

just prior to Christmas, the weather has been kind so far and I hope we have not had a repetition of last 

year. 

 

My thanks go to all of you who have helped keep the Club running smoothly over the past year from 

the Committee members to those who help with the training  and the tea bar. Special thanks to Marion 

and to Colin who has done a great job many times this year as race officer. 

Thanks also to everyone who has helped organise and supported our social events. I am looking 

forward to another successful year year when I am sure we shall have more excellent racing and 

hopefully more new members.        Alan Baker 

 
Club Trophies 

Please return these to Colin Howard as soon as possible and not later than the end of January. 

 
Training Courses 

Keith has provisionally booked the following 

dates. For enquiries and booking forms please 

phone 01303 271886 or e-mail 

keithmacey230@btinternet.com. 

Easter Series                       6
th

 to 9
th

 April 

Friday, Saturday and Monday     11am 

Sunday                    11am and 1.15pm 

Juniors   Saturdays 28
th

 April & 12
th

 May 

Keith Macey will be running the course for 

juniors aged 7 to 14 years.  

Adult course two Saturdays June &/or July 

Dinner, Dance, Prizegiving  Friday, 23 March 

Folkestone Rugby Club at 7pm for 7.30pm.. 

The event is open to all members, family and 

friends. Please note it’s on a Friday. 

 

AGM This will be held at the Clubhouse on 

March 25th starting at 1245h or as necessary to 

fit in after sailing. Any proposals for 

debate/voting under Item 8 should be lodged with 

Ian Hodge by February 26th.  

Agenda: 1. Apologies for Absence 2. Minutes of 

the 2011 AGM   3. Matters arising 

4. Commodore`s Report   5. Treasurer`s Report  

6. Election of Officers  7. Election of Committee 

8. Motions for debate (none so far) 9. Any other 

business. 
 

For the last  three years Chrissie and Marion have 

provided hot soup and rolls. Very welcome! 

 

Kent Schools Sailing Association    by Marion Smailes 
Once again the KSSA have had a successful year with, on 

the odd occasion, young sailors from the Redoubt taking 

part. The Club will be hosting the Topper Team Racing 

again in 2012 – see over. At the AGM on 19
th

 November 

2011, Mike Smailes stood down from the Committeee after 

serving for 32 years consecutively. Keith Macey has taken 

his place and has also taken the position of Principal of the 

KSSA. Marion Smailes will continue as first aider when 

needed. Both Mike and Marion were made Vice Presidents 

of the Association, in which they have been involved since 

1975, and presented with a beautiful Dartington glass vase 

and a bouquet of flowers. 

mailto:keithmacey230@btinternet.com
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Topper Team Racing Saturday 19

th
 May 

The Redoubt Club is hosting this event again and spectators are welcome. 

 

RESULTS 

Summer Series 

am 30 sailed  6 qualified  

 1. Tracy Amos & Gemma Gibson     Miracle 362 7.25 

2. Roger Filby & Yvonne Mumford  Miracle 3831 14.25 

3. Alan Baker                                   Rooster 377 16.25 

4. Bob Luckhurst                              Solo 3766 22.57 

pm 26 sailed  2 qualified  

1. Tracy Amos & Brian Mumford    Miracle 3692 6.5 

2. Bob Luckhurst                              Solo 3766 19 

 

Man of Kent Open Meeting  Sunday, 18
th

 September by Marion Smailes 

Neal Gibson and Keith Macey sailing the Miracle 4016 competed in this event hosted by Broadstairs 

Sailing Club this year. Light winds and a strong tide made for difficult sailing conditions but the pair 

sailed well to gain fifth place overall from a fleet of 42 dinghies of all classes. 

 
RYA OnBoard  

Keith Macey has been awarded an RYA OnBoard Trophy for all 

of his volunteering for OnBoard events in the area and at the 

Club. The trophy was presented at an RYA Winter Workshop 

held at Herne Bay Sailing Club for OnBoard coordinators and 

RYA contacts. 

 

Kent RYA OnBoard Festival Saturday, 24
th

 September  

Held at Dover Seasports Centre, six young sailors from the Redoubt’s OnBoard group had an 

enjoyable day in perfect conditions, with sunshine and a light breeze. The morning session consisted of 

lots of short races and the afternoon of trying windsurfing and fun timed events. The Redoubt sailors 

were Hannah and Abbey Mumford, Hannah and Ciaran Hamer, Noah Hodge and Joe Robinson. Club 

instructors Keith Macey and Brian Mumford were helping with the organisation. Sponsors in the event 

were Laser who provided the Bug sailing dinghies and Harken who provided goody bags for all 

participants and helpers. Abbey, Ciaran and Hannah Hamer were also presented with medals for their 

performances on the day. The Redoubt Team gained the most points for the day’s activities including 

the racing and were presented with the RYA OnBoard Trophy. Not only were they the largest team, 

they excelled in all the events they participated in.        by Marion Smailes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyminge Primary School OnBoard May 2011 

 

The maintenance team 20 Nov 2011 
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                     The Commodore 

In safe hands 

 
 

And the one who organised the school’s Lyminge OnBoard      

  

 

 
Reflections by Bob Luckhurst 

 

 
The RYA wants to help Clubs and Training Centres celebrate London 2012 

Here are some of the suggestions: 

Torch relay to celebrate the Olympic Torch arriving in Kent. 

9
th

 June    Sail for Gold Regatta   21
st
 July    Push the boat out 

Have a Go sessions for the local community 

 

Support 

Sail for Gold Sailing Heritage Exhibition 

London Boat Show        6 – 12 January  Dinghy Show                 3 – 4 March 
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4 – 9 June Skandia Sail for |Gold Regatta at Weymouth & Portland National Sailing Academy 

29 July – 11 August Olympic Sailing Regatta at Weymouth & Portland 

1 – 6 September Paralympic Sailing Regatta 

 

Any ideas for the above and offers of help to the Committee 

 

 
 

 

Gates 

Derrick had eased up on closing the outer gate on Sundays until a group of Travellers arrived in the area. 

Please close the outer gate now.  

 

New launching site 

Useful when the wind is in the east but beware of 

the sudden drop. 

 
Fishing 

The lake has been restocked with some large carp and 

we have to watch out for anglers again. Nickolls’ rules 

state a 15 yard gap when passing. 

 

Bird Spotting 

A rough legged buzzard was causing some excitement 

amongst birders in the autumn. This rare visitor has 

feathered tarsi (trousers), is 20 to 25 inches long and 

has a wing span of 51 to 60 inches. 

 

Radio Controlled Model Yachting      by Charlie Dodd 

In early August 2011 one Sunday morning at the club, many of us there, those of a certain age were 

debating if we should sail or not, it was one of those quintessential English summer Sundays, yes it was 

bucketing down and blowing a hooley, oh!  Wonderful. 

 

Someone suggested that it would be better to sail model yachts instead. As some of our readers may 

know little about the subject, I thought I would write an article outlining the hobby as I have been 

interested for many years and have built a Marblehead and a 36''R, in the past. This is just an outline on 

the subject not the definitive article. 

 

You will have seen various models sailing in artificial ponds at the Boat Show and the Dinghy 

exhibition, being driven by those rather large fans. Most of the information is on the web and I have 

taken some information from that and from Model Boating magazines that I often buy. 

 

There are a number of classes of RC yachts recognised, both in the UK and Internationally. 

 

The biggest is the 'A' class 

These are approx 6ft long with a mast height of between 6-7 ft and can weigh something like 25-30 

lbs. The current designs have very long overhangs at bow and stern so as to give a longer waterline 

when heeled.  It is a development design so many variations within the class rules are to be seen on the 

water. As with most of the larger classes the current Radio designs are developments from the earlier 
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vane steered boats. (see pic).  The hull is commonly carbon fibre but plans are available for hulls to be 

constructed of wood planks over shadows – it’s quite a technical process but no doubt very rewarding 

to build. One advantage of this and the 6meter class, is that the keel is relatively shallow so sailing at 

Kearsney Abbey for example is possible. Nearly all modern boats have deep bulb fin keels, where past 

examples followed closely to the old full size 'J' class yachts of America's cup history. The sail area for 

this class is governed by strict rules and and may cost £50 per suit. This class has seen a resurgence in 

recent years and is very popular throughout the country although it’s a somewhat specialist class 

 

                        
A Class Yachts on start line    A Vane Steered A Class  

 

6meter class 

Probably the next biggest class in terms of size and weight, the class rules govern the hull dimensions 

and rig sizes these details are not for this article. The plan I have for this class has the following 

dimensions    LOA 60'', LWL 40'', lead keel 18lbs, weight 24lbs, draft 9''.  This hull is made up from 

panels rather like the Mirror but not stitch and glue. I think these are very elegant boats. Much the same 

comments can be made of the 6mtr as the 'A' class as they are similar in appearance. For me the A and 

6mtr classes are the most attractive. 

 

10 Rater class        

Again an elegant class and probably the fastest of the bunch; a complicated formulae prescribes the 

hull and rig dimensions. The LOA of the hull is in the order of 66 ins and at the waterline 59ins weight 

10 -13lbs hull only and would typically cost £400-£600 without sails and radio. This is a highly 

competitive class. 

 

Marblehead Class 

Originated in America in the 1930's again with vane steering and has developed significantly since 

then. These boats are light, responsive and very fast. This ISAF international class rule is open allowing 

great design and construction freedom within 0.5161 sq mtrs sail area of measured sail. Ultimate 

efficiency and excellent performance has developed within these limits. As you can see that the depth 

of the bulb keel restricts where one could sail this class. The one I built some years ago was originally 

designed for vane steering and as Radio Sailing was in its infancy I converted it to radio control but 

was not very good because I changed the rig to high aspect ratio and had to add a large bulb keel and 

redesigned fin in order to keep the depth realistic. 

Left: 

A brave port 

tack at a 

Marblehead 

start  

 

A Marblehead  

in the making 
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Current hull designs are very narrow with stability coming largely from the deep fin. This has allowed 

most post 1991 designs to remain competitive and give close racing. Simple swing rigs allow easy 

rigging. This class is also free sailed under vane controlled steering  

 

IOM Class 

The International One meter, (IOM) is probably the most popular in the world. At the recent worlds at 

West Kirby SC. in Lancashire the first time they were held in the UK, there were 76 entries from 22 

countries from all parts of the world. The worlds have previously been held in Croatia, Canada, Malta 

etc. 

 

These boats are light and responsive and fun to sail and are sailed at most MYA clubs. The class rule is 

closed and many aspects of design, materials and construction are restricted in an attempt to promote 

close competition. However the rule is designed to allow the DIY enthusiast some freedom to construct 

an inexpensive and competitive boat. The important speed related criteria on length, draft, 

displacement and sail plan are limited to a maximum length of 1000mm, minimum weight of 4kg and 

3 prescribed rigs. Plans vary in price, but are generally about £25.00. Exotic materials (carbon fibre 

etc) are not allowed for the construction of the hull or rig so as to facilitate the home construction and 

keep costs low.  

 

                         
A typical IOM Yacht                                                                      IOM's Racing 

 

Remaining Classes 

There are a number of other recognised classes for which competitions are held throughout the country,  

Laser, needs no introduction big fleets are often seen at regattas these cost about £400,  the 36 R, Footy 

(yes its 12" long),  Bottle boat, this uses two polythene drinks bottles as the hull and bin liners for the 

sails, Micro Magic very popular in Germany, Fiesta this is gaining popularity in UK because it’s fairly 

cheap, there are also many ready to sail (RTS) from firms like Robbie and Graupner who are probably 

the better ones. Lastly there is the RG65 about 500 mm long very popular in Brazil & Argentina and 

gaining ground here. 

 

    
The RC Laser    A 36in R (Vane)   Micro Magics 
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gibsonsails.com 
 

Sails, sail repairs 
Top & under covers 

Foil bags 
 

All at competitive prices 
 

Tel 07801 815 861 
Email  gibson.sails@btinternet.com 

                         
RG65's in Brazil        Bottle boat    Typical RTS Yacht 

 

For those of you who like to see 'real' yachts, examples of Thames Sailing Barges can be seen at The 

Herne Bay Club from time to time. The Dover Club Kearsney Abbey you will see a number of ready 

to sail yachts on the water.   

 

I hope this article indicates the massive interest thought the world and the UK, and they are not 'Bait 

Boats' as our bailiff would have us believe.  Many sailing clubs support RC Yachting alongside 

dinghies and it would seem that it offers more opportunities for a small gathering of like minded sailors 

to get together on a summer’s afternoon whatever the weather  

 

 Dinghies for Sale 
 

 

Miracle 3584 

£950 

2 suits of sails, one nearly new, 

spinnaker 

new cover 

combi trailer 

 

Phone Fred on 01233 626 145 

 

Otter dinghy  

11ft 8in 

£350 

Nice for pottering: 

sail, row, motor 

 

Tel. Bob - 01303 873 379 

 

Club Mirror 

£250 

Quite good condition 

One suit of sails 

Mast down cover 

 

Jack flying his spinnaker with Brian.                         Dave, John and Bob in close competition 

The first hoist had been in the morning with Yvonne as crew. 
Gibson Adventures 

While Neal and Keith wait for their new Miracle dinghy 

they have been racing and fine tuning a Merlin Rocket at 

the Club. On a brisk day in November when more were 

watching than sailing they staged a drama in front of the 

Club house when Neal inadvertently kicked off the rudder, 

buoy number 1 was lassoed by a spinnaker sheet and 

hoisted in the air. While Neal fought to replace the rudder 

also kicking the buoy off the spinnaker pole, Keith 

struggled to get the spinnaker down. All the while the 

safety boat stood by as they careered on their ear perilously 

close to the shore. There were indecipherable shouts 



8 

coming from the on-lookers adding to the pandemonium. The pair succeeded in restoring order without 

capsizing and continued with the race. It was some spectacle! Well done Gemma for bringing such an 

asset as Neal to the Club. Along with his skills as a sail maker he is also an RYA racing coach. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for May Newsletter: please give articles and items to Hilary by mid-April.  


